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Shakespeare (Extension) - Unit 1
Theme: Shakespeare - Dictation
William Shakespeare was born at Stratford-upon-Avon in 1564. 
Shakespeare wrote 37 plays and 154 sonnets. The Elizabethan people 
were very superstitious. Shakespeare’s plays often included the 
protagonist feeling melancholic, malevolent and sceptical. Prithee to 
read some of his soliloquies. Perchance you may quaff some malmsey 
whilst you do.

Add the vowels and unjumble the letters to spell list words. 
rrcnt vllmnt
rrls grlfbbbbtt
psskhr mmysl
thpr shn

Match the word with the meaning. 
protagonist ☺ ☺ not easily convinced
sceptical ☺ ☺ A cold humour that stops the brain
consumption ☺ ☺ The main character
apoplexy ☺ ☺ tuberculosis
recreant ☺ ☺ an abject coward

Insert the correct word in the sentence.
1.	Hamlet is the ___________________ in the play that bears his name.
2.	This __________________ will certain be his end (Henry IV Part 1)
3.	 I yield upon great persuasion, and partly to save your life, for I was 

told you were in a _______________________ (Much Ado About 
Nothing)

4.	Shakespeare was _________________ with regard to love.
5.	Thou art a ___________________ and degenerate traitor. (Richard II)

1.	 Killing of a king.
2.	 Killing of a human being.
3.	 A chemical that kills fungi.
4.	 A chemical that kills pests.
5.	 A chemical that kill or repel 

insects.
6.	 Killing of a sibling.
7.	 Killing of a parent.
8.	 Killing of a mother.

Use the letters in the shaded 
boxes to find the name of  
the first perpetrator of fratricide.
__ __ __ __

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

c c c c c c c c c
i i i i i i i i i
d d d d d d d d d
e e e e e e e e e

All of the words in the grid end with the suffix cide - from Latin - cida 
meaning killer. Use the clues to insert words into the grid.

sonnet

protagonist

superstitious

surreal

malevolent

sceptical

flibbertigibbet

consumption

perchance

recreant

soliloquy

prologue

apoplexy

melancholic

Shakespeare

regicide

prithee

quaff

malmsey

heinous

Who was 
the Queen of 
England when 
Shakespeare 
wrote the 
majority of his 
plays?
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Unjumble the shaded letters to spell a list word.

___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

A B C D E F G H I

J K L M N O P Q R
22
S T U V W X Y Z

23 26

1. 7 1 15 12 12

2. 9 2 3 20 18 1 13

3. 4 2 24 3 17 3 16 2

4. 25 4 18 10 18 24 1 2

5. 15 25 18 25 10 2 8 11

6. 4 2 17 4 2 15 20 21

7. 19 15 10 2 5 18 10 2 20 21

8. 13 9 15 14 2 13 25 2 15 4 2

9. 12 10 3 6 6 2 4 21 3 24 3 6 6 2 21

Crack the Code 
Use the number clues to spell words that read across the page. Complete the code grid as you go.

How many different spellings can you find of 
Shakespeare's name? (There are at least 20) 

Anagrams 
mental love a rulers
cat splice reshape sake
coupins mint quill so yo
tenons race rent
soaping trot apex ploy

Famous Shakespeare quotes
•	To be or not to be ... that is the ___________________
•	The course of true live did never run ___________________
•	Cowards die many times before their ___________________
•	Why, then the world's my ___________________
•	To sleep, ___________________ to dream.

Synonyms
Identify the word which is not a synonym for the 
list word.  

sonnet - poem, verse, form, ballad

superstitious - irrational, non rational, 
coherent, illogical, reasonless

surreal - imaginary, dreamlike, 
phantasmagorical, unreal

flibbertigibbet - fool, muggins, buffoon, adroit, 
bumbling

Shakespeare - playwrite, procrastinator, 
bard, dramatist

heinous - benevolent, abhorrent, 
hideous, odious
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Shakespeare (Extension) - Unit 2
Theme: Shakespeare - Dictation
Avaunt! You avaricious usurper. You will not beguile me with your 
minions. Although phlegmatic I am in a choler and will not be 
zwaggered by epicures.

Genre

adage

beguile

antagonist

avaunt

minions

epicures

choleric

sovereign

carousing

zwaggered

pestiferous

avaricious

equivocation

exsufflicate

usurper

sanguine

apothecary

phlegmatic

oppugnancy

Find a list word to match the 
meaning.
Go away
Partying
Lover of luxury
A type of text
Favourites
Proverb
Noxious
Utter chaos
Windy, blown

Anagrams of William Shakespeare
I am a weakish speller.
I'll make a wise phrase.
Hear me, as I will speak.
We all make his praise.

Compose your own anagram 
form the letters in his name.

A H B E G U I L E L I U G E B
S R G D C C I R E L O H C N S
U Z W A G G E R E D C S A C O
O C I R E L O H C I U E V I N
I H C H O L E I T O L C A R N
C O U I A U R A I I I E R E A
I L G Z I E M C U T D L I L I
R E L R L G I G A E E I C O G
A R R O E R E M R N E U I H W
V I H L A B G E I R E G O C S
A C H V B E G U I L E E U A W
V P A N L G G G A U H B S P L
G G E H A N Z W A G G E R E D
G I P W A V A R I C I O U S I
E G Z S C H C E L I V I E E E

Elizabethan Emotions

Use the clues to find the list words then  
find them in the word search
1.	Greedy ____________________ (4 times)
2.	Trick ____________________ (5 times)
3.	Angry ____________________ (5 times)
4.	Jolly ____________________ (once)
5.	Sluggish ____________________ (twice)
6.	Bullied ____________________ (thrice)

All the words except one in each line below can be made from the 
underlined word - can you find it? 
genre green, gene, reign, neer
epicures secure, recipe, pierce, rescuer
sovereign verse, grieves, inverse, nerves, envious
pestiferous stupefies, toupee, rupiah, profuse, refuse
avaricious caviar, vicar, scour, vicarious, voracious
equivocation antique, question, naïve, voice, quince
sanguine genius, ensuing, easing, singe, genuine
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Remove one letter and replace one letter to 
make a word to match the clue.
•	adage - an enclosure for birds __ __ __ __
•	avaunt - to reappear after death __ __ __ __ __
•	epicures - a visual image __ __ __ __ __ __ __
•	minions - edible bulbs __ __ __ __ __ __
•	choleric - a type of acid __ __ __ __ __ __ __
•	usurper - a light meal __ __ __ __ __ __

Elizabethan Language
The average number of words used in a 
“commoner’s” vocabulary during Elizabethan 
times was less than 500 compared to 7500 
today. William Shakespeare invented many 
words and is credited with contributing approx. 
2000 words to the English vocabulary.
Elizabethan Insults
The Elizabethans took great delight with 
language. There were not many forms of 
entertainment so good conversation was 
essential.
Modern English is unimaginative when it comes 
to expletives.
Examples;
You are fat
By trowht, thou dost make the millstone seem as 
a feather what widst thy lard– bloated football.
You’ve got a big mouth.
In sooth, thy dank cavemous tooth– hole 
consumes all truth and reason!
You are ugly
Thy vile canker– blossome’d countenance 
curdles milk and sours beer.
Write you own Elizabethan Insult! (Don’t make it 
too personal)

Down
1. Quick to anger, hot tempered, volatile.
3. Greedy, strong desire for wealth
6. Someone who takes things that don’t belong 

to them.

Across
2. One who fills prescriptions and sells medicines
4. Sluggish, slow
5. Intentionally vague or ambiguous.
7. To trick or fool
8. Cheerful, confident ,or hopeful, optimistic

Crossword
1 2 3

4

5 6

7

8

How many words can you make from the letters in the box? Each word must have at least 
four letters and must contain the letter in the centre. 

o r v

e e i

n g s

What word uses all of the letters? ____________________________30 good, 40 very good, 50 excellent
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Shakespeare (Extension) - Unit 3
Theme: Shakespeare - Dictation
"You thrasonical harbinger who appears jocund. You be an 
equivocator, full of rancour. An eacinerious, rhenish quaffer.” ere

armourer

mercer

sawyer

warrener

avouch

aught

jocund

rhenish

venible

wrought

rancour

harbinger

assailable

hierarchical

thrasonical

equivocator

onomatopoeia

stigmatical

eacinerious

Rewrite these words correctly. 
onomatopeia sayer
assalable mercier
wought armorer

Make two words from these 
letters. 

arrrnsbhhhgeenii

atnnrrrooaahicuscl

leavnoeeeniiriucsb

Match the words and meanings. 
mercer ☻ ☻ deformed

harbinger ☻ ☻ boastful

eacinerious ☻ ☻ messenger

stigmatical ☻ ☻ cloth retailer

rhenish ☻ ☻ deceiver

thrasonical ☻ ☻ German wine

jocund ☻ ☻ answer for
avouch ☻ ☻ very wicked
equivocator ☻ ☻ cheerful

Write words for each category. 
Mechanical Fast Motion Musical

whirr varoom twang

Onomatopoeia The term used to describe words whose pronunciations suggest their meaning.

Elizabethan Occupations: match the occupation with the product. 
Sawyer

Chandler

Glazier

Glover

Cutler

Fowler

Blacksmith

Joiner

Milner

Warrener
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The answers to the clues begin with the letters rh. 
Flightless bird of South America

Famous river in Europe

A monkey common in India

German wine

An edible plant

An oblique - angled, equilateral parallelogram

Using language to please or persuade

Inflammation of the joints

An artificial gem made of paste

An evergreen shrub

Hidden in the grid are five words. Put the word parts together then write them in alphabetical order.

stig arch thras

equ ass hier

mat ical ator

ail son ical

ical ivoc able

This cryptic crossword uses anagrams. 
1 2

3

4

5

6

7

Across
1. The messenger brought a herb ring.
4.  A basil sale is vulnerable.
6.  He rearranged the thug row.
7.  The German wine spilled on her shin.
Down
2. Give the deceiver a cover quoit.
3. He boasted about the choral saint.
5. Anything but a thug.

Writing Task 
Invent your own Shakespearean 
Character. Give him/her a name and 
occupation. Describe your character 
and where they come from. Write 
a soliloquy for your character and 
present it to the class.
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Shakespeare (Extension) - Unit 4
Theme: Shakespeare - Dictation
Gwenhoivar was beauteous in her archaic, blanched chemise. She 
caused a portubation for Lucius who in his lechery proved to be a 
caitiff. It was paradoxical for him to be impeached after  
honorificabilitudinitatibus.

Can you make 25 words 
or more from the letter 
in DOUBLET?

jerkin

doublet

archaic

E’en

ciriacus

oracles

Lucius

lechery

Dionise

chemise

impeach

caitiff

farthingale

beauteous

paradoxical

blanched

porturbation

legerity

Gwenhoivar

honorificabilitudinitatibus

Find smaller words inside these words (without rearranging letters).
farthingale (7) impeach (5)

honorificabilitudinitatibus (9)

Squeeze Word Grid 
A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O Q R S T U

1 C H E M I S E P A R A D O X I C A L A S
2 H I M P E A C H B L A N C H E D D A D S
3 H O A R C H A I C P O R A C L E S E E R
4 C A I T C A I T I F F L E G E R I T I T
5 T B E A U T E O U S L L E C H E R Y A S
6 L E G E R I T Y P O R T U R B A T I O N

Find words in the grid that mean the following. Write the word and 
the grid co-ordinates.
1.	whitened __________________________________________
2.	predictions _________________________________________
3.	belonging to a past time ______________________________
4.	selfish pleasure _____________________________________
5.	to make an accusation against _________________________
6.	despicably mean and cowardly _________________________
7.	beautiful, especially to the sight ________________________
8.	seemingly contradictory but possibly true_________________
9.	agility _______________________________________________

Label the clothing pieces. 
Chemise

Jerkin
Farthingale

Doublet
Bum roll
Drawers
Tippet
Girdle
Mules
Ruff

Bodice
Hose
gown

Copyright © 3P Learning 7Shakespeare (Extension) H
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Can you work out the six words below?

a b c d e

1 A B C D E

2 F H I L M

3 N R S T U
1.	 1a, 3b, 1c, 2b, 1a, 2c, 1c 

__________________________
2.	 1c, 2c, 3b, 2c, 1a, 1c, 3e, 3c 

__________________________
3.	 2d, 3e, 1c, 2c, 3e, 3c 

__________________________
4.	 1c, 1a, 2c, 3d, 2c, 2a, 2a 

__________________________
5.	 1b, 2d, 1a, 3a, 1c, 2b, 1e, 1d 

__________________________

Synonyms Word a Find 
A B S O H E I R L O O M
R N A H T E B A Z I L E
C H T L E N G G E R D D
H E N I V E T E R A N I
O V A R Q I T A Q W E E
O T B M N U N T R E W V
F E P A G A E T K P O A
O V P O N N I Y A T V L
S F T L E N C T A G E C
S S G E I S N H E A E C
I E R E I E A V A R N L
L S D I N O S A U R A I

There are 10 synonyms for archaic in the 
Find  A Word. (Write them as you find them)

This cryptic crossword uses hidden clues. 
(The answer to the definition is hidden 
somewhere in the other words).

1 2

3

4

5

6 7

Across
1. “Pa rad ox,” I called.
4. My friend Dion is emigrating to Egypt.
6. My sister, Gwen Hoi varied her itinerary.

Down
2. The slim pea chowder was delicious.
3. Finally the headache misery was over.
4. The twins were in double trouble.
5. There was a sudden jerk in the movement.
7. In March a icy wind appeared.

Dionise, Lucius and Gwenhoivar were common Elizabethan names. Find out if your name has 
an Elizabethan equivalent.
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Shakespeare (Extension) - Revision
Theme: Shakespeare - Dictation
Shakespeare’s antagonists were often superstitious, melancholic, 
phlegmatic and full of rancour. Whilst the protagonists were oft 
malevolent, heinous, avaricious usurpers. The apothecary could treat 
apoplexy, and consumption but choler was best treated with carousing. 
Shakespeare’s use of honorificabilitudinitatibus in Love’s Labour’s Lost 
is an example of hapax legomenon.

All of the words below are made up from bottom halves. 
PERCHANCE SCEPTICAL

APOTHECARY  RHENISH

ARCHAIC SOLILOQUY

SAWYER ZWAGGERED

The answers to the clues can be found in the list of syllables. 
al be cour eac er gen

guile ic in ist ious mat
on pro ran re stig tag

1.	 boastful __________________________
2.	 hatred __________________________
3.	 very wicked __________________________
4.	 the main character __________________________
5.	 type of text __________________________
6.	 trick or fool __________________________

There are eight words hidden in the building. The last letters of 
one word are the first letters of the next.

Copyright © 3P Learning 9Shakespeare (Extension) H
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"NAY THE MOME TO FLADGE" (NOT FOR BLOCKHEADS TO WORK OUT) 
 

1

2 3

4 5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14 15

16 17 18

19 20

21 22 23 24

25

26

27

Across
2. A sudden weakness or paralysis 

with or without consciousness.
4. The introductory part of a book, 

play or poem.
6. dream – like: too good to be true.
7. Full of or showing high spirited 

merriment.
10. A health professional trained 

In the art of preparing and 
dispensing drugs.

11. Wishing harm or evil to others.
12. A feeling of hate and continuing 

anger about something in the 
past.

13. The principal character in a work of 
fiction.

15. Confidently optimistic and cheerful.
16. Guarantee, take responsibility for, 

affirm.
20. To mislead by cheating or tricking: 

deceive.
21. Seemingly contradictory but 

nonetheless possibly true.
26. A verse form consisting of 14 lines with 

a fixed rhyme scheme.
27. Speech you make to yourself

Down
1. Characterized by or causing or 

expressing sadness.
3. Shockingly brutal or cruel.
5. One who seizes or holds power, 

position, or authority by force or 
without right.

8. Engage in boisterous, drunken 
merry-making.

9. A sign of something to come.
10. greedy: willing to do anything  

for money or material goods.
14. A coward, a traitor.
17. To swallow hurriedly or 

greedily or in one draught.
18. Jacket of cloth or leather, open at the neck, but without 

sleeves.
19. Servants or followers willing to do whatever is ordered.
21. Not easily moved or excited; calm; indifferent.
22. English waistcoat worn by men, women, older girls and boys.
23. A women’s sleeveless undergarment.
24. The character who opposes the main character in a story.
25. A kind of literary or artistic work.

Underline the words Mcduff might use to describe the protagonist in Shakespeare's play 
Macbeth.

malevolent

phlegmatic
malmsey

melancholic

hierarchical

apothecary
pestiferous

farthingale

avaricious

eacinerious

recreant

mercer

heinous
genre




