Targeting Comprehension Interactively
Upper Primary Teaching Notes

A Cautionary Tale

Complete the first two components, Pre-Reading Zone In and Pre-Reading Predicting, before reading the
complete text. Then undertake the remaining components, from During Reading My Connection. Each
component will open the relevant pages of text, if applicable, but you can go back to any part of the text
at any time.

Tab I Pre-Reading Zone In

Tab 2 Pre-Reading Predicting

Tab 3 During Reading My Connection
Tab 4 Visualising

Tab 5 Questioning

Tab 6 Summarising

Tab 7 Monitoring

Tab 8 Word Works

Tab 9 Assessment

The first three questions are literal questions, so the correct statement can be found in the text. The next
two are interpretative or inferential questions, meaning that students need to interpret or infer from the
text to find the correct statement. The final question is an applied or evaluative question, so students need
to apply or evaluate the information from the text to choose an answer, and there may be no “correct”
answer.

Here are the answers for the assessment task.
Literal
1. c Rebecca was the daughter of a banker.
2. cRebecca lived in Palace Green, Bayswater.
3. b Rebecca liked to slam doors.

Interpretative or inferential
1. b Rebecca was rude and wild.

2. d A marble bust killed her.

Applied or evaluative
b, though a and d are also acceptable.

As an additional assessment task, ask each student to read the following text out loud. Then mark any
errors and work out the percentage of accuracy to see how well each student can read aloud.

This text is 177 words. To convert to a percentage of accuracy, divide the number of words pronounced
correctly by 177 and multiply by 100.
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A trick that everyone abhors

In little girls is slamming doors.
A wealthy banker’s little daughter
Who lived in Palace Green, Bayswater
(By name Rebecca Offendort),
Was given to this furious sport.
She would deliberately go

And slam the door like billy-o!

To make her Uncle Jacob start.
She was not really bad at heart,
But only rather rude and wild;
She was an aggravating child ...

It happened that a marble bust

Of Abraham was standing just
Above the door this little lamb

Had carefully prepared to slam,

And down it came! It knocked her flat!
It laid her out! She looked like that.
Her funeral sermon (which was long
And followed by a sacred song)
Mentioned her virtues, it is true,

But dwelt upon her vices too,

And showed the dreadful end of one
Who goes and slams the door for fun.
The children who were brought to hear
The awful tale from far and near

Were much impressed, and only swore
They never more would slam the door
— As often they had done before.
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