A Place for Everyone

Readers’ Theatre 1

Before you read

Things to do

Questions to ask

Look at the cover. What do you see?
Which words do you recognise?
What is the title?

How are readers’ theatre and narrative the same, and different?

Who do you think the characters will be?
What do you think is going to happen?

Things to do

Make some simple props
Students turn to pages 22 and 23 of the book. They read the

instructions and collect the materials they need. Then they make

the props (cutlery and table mats) either individually or in small
groups.

While youre reading

Prompts to remember

Is there any part of the word you know the sound of?

Can you sound out the first/middle/last part of it?

Does the illustration or any of the other words in the sentence
give a clue to what the word might be?

Have you seen this word before?

Try reading the word/sentence again.

Does it make sense?

If you lose your place, look at the pictures of the characters, or
follow the colours printed behind the spoken sections.

And afterwards

Questions to ask

Do you think Gog secretly invited his friends?

Do you think Binks is as happy as Gog at all the unexpected
quests? How do we know she’s not very pleased?

Boo says, “We don't eat much”. Do you think this is true?
What would happen in your house if unexpected friends
turned up at dinner time?
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Sound Effects

Brainstorm sound effects to add to the reading of the script,
simulating sounds such as the doorbell, chairs scraping, glasses
and cutlery clinking, Binks walking to and fro, the friends
chatting, laughing. Record these and others on the board.

Ask students if they think there was music playing in the

background. If so, what kind of music would Binks and Gog like?

On work sheet 1 list the sound effects you could add to the
reading of the script.

Voice your Feelings

Discuss how we know from the script that Binks is getting
angrier and angrier, eg exclamation marks in Muddy pups Gog!
| just hope there is enough to eat!

Discuss how the voice can use tone, volume, intonation and
emphasis to show how the character is feeling. The speed at
which a character speaks, or a pause in the right place can also
show feelings, such as increasing anger. Experiment with this
in group readings of A Place for Everyone. Begin a class list

of words that describe voices and ways of speaking, eg snap,
tremble, angrily, suspiciously.

Discuss the behaviour and feelings of each of the characters in
the script. Then complete work sheet 2.

WORK SHEET 1

Title?

List the sounds at Binks’ and Gog’s surprise dinner party.

Sound effects

Binks walking to and fro

The door-bell ringing

The glasses and cutlery ...

The chairs ..

Music ..
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The friends ...

Draw the dinner party when everone has arrived.
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A Place for Everyone

WORK SHEET 2

Feelings

Use colours to match each beginning with its ending.
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Binks is worried

Binks is cranky

Gog is welcoming

Hector is grumpy

The friends are

happy

Binks feels tired

Binks is suspicious

BECAUSE

he is always grumpy.

he loves friends coming
to visit.

so many people
came at tea-time.

they are all together.

she has to do all the work.

there may not be enough
to eat.

she thinks Gog invited
everyone.
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Readers’ Theatre 2

Before you read

The Great Baby Gwibber Search

And afterwards

Questions to ask

Look at the cover. What do you see?

Which words can you recognise?

What is the title?

What does ‘readers’ theatre’ mean?

How are narratives and readers’ theatre alike and different?
Who do you think the characters will be?

Read the blurb. What clues does this give you about what will
happen?

Open the book and look at the way the text is set out. What do
you notice?

There are no speech marks, so how do you know that a new
character is speaking?

Things to do

Make some simple props

Students turn to pages 22 and 23 of the book. They read the
instructions and collect the materials they need. Then they make
the trees and a small bush. Students plan what they will wear to
dress up as tree trunks.

While youre reading

Prompts to remember

Is there any part of the word you know the sound of?

Can you sound out the first/middle/last part of it?

Can you chunk some of the sounds together?

Does it look like another word you know?

Do other words or the illustrations give a clue as to what the
word might be?

Try reading the word/sentence again.

Does it make sense?

If you lose your place, look at the pictures of the characters.
Or follow the different colours printed behind what each
character says.

Questions to ask

Why do you think Gog and his friends are so interested in
finding a baby gwibber?

What do you think about wanting to ‘catch’ a baby gwibber?
What do you think a ‘muffled sound’ is?

What kinds of things do the stage directions tell you?

What do you think Gog would have done with a baby gwibber
if he had caught one?

Things to do

Sounds and saying verbs

Students find saying verbs in the text, eg screeched, and words
describing sounds, eg muffled. Record these on the board/a
chart. Discuss how these sounds could be simulated in a reading
of the script. Students complete the first half of work sheet 1.

Sayings and alliteration

Discuss the following sayings from the text and their meanings:
to search high and low, point out they are opposites; toss

and turn, point out the alliteration; That’s the spirit! meaning
that’s the right attitude; Explain work sheet 1, which students
complete.

Speech marks

Discuss the way a script is set out with the name of a character
followed by a colon, then the exact words the character says.
Demonstrate on the board how this would be written in normal
prose, with speech marks around the exact words spoken, and
a saying verb such as said, yelled, screeched, eq Dash said, “Get
me out of herel”

Discuss work sheet 2 and the punctuation marks already on it.
Students colour these in. Then they find and underline the saying
verbs on work sheet 2 and add speech marks and commas.
Finally, they choose and copy a line of speech from the text and
enclose it in speech marks.
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